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Luncheon at 11:45 in Wesley Hall.  People of all ages are 
welcome.  Those admitting to being 80 and over, eat free.  

For everyone else, the cost is $10.                                               
More info on page 4! 
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Dear wonderful people, 

It is so good to have a day of worship like yesterday.  
The Morning Glory service is always a good way to 
start the day.  And what a grand time of worship we 
had in the sanctuary and Asbury Hall at 10:30!!!!!  I 
truly wish I could have been two places at once.  I was 
in The Crossing, which was celebrating youth Sunday.  
WOW!  INCREDIBLE.  The speakers, the music, 
ushers, greeters, those who were there to support 
others….. it was exciting, moving, challenging.  
Stephen and company did a wonderful job of caring 
for every detail and providing a wonderful worship 
experience for all of us.  I am so grateful to Stephen, 
Asa, and Chris, a dedicated group of volunteers, some 
very involved parents, and the greatest young people 
imaginable.  It is very inspiring to hear youth give 
testimony to how much the youth program means and 
how they love their church.  We see many signs that 
the love of Jesus is at work. 

What I did not witness was the great time in the 
sanctuary celebrating Children’s Day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But I hear stories of how amazing it was.  What a 
great time of rebuilding has occurred in our children’s 
ministry.  Denise and all of her great volunteers have 
given much time, created lots of fun, and the 
momentum is wonderful to behold.  Through Sunday 
School, Kids Own Worship, and Choir, the children 
receive three great hours of Christian Education each 
week, to supplement the faith nurturing that happens 
with parents at home.  Plans are underway for a great 
Vacation Bible School (see page 6) as well.   

As I shared at Church Council, I feel so blessed to 
work with a staff who are all, 100% of them, 
passionate about the ministry with which they are 
entrusted.  I am excited about the movement of God’s 
spirit in our midst, the new people who are visiting 
each service, the things planned for the summer.  It is 
crazy hard to leave a place like this….at a time like 
this.  Yet, there is so much more God has for this 
congregation.  New energy and ideas are critical for 
the important work to be done in the future.  Renewed 
commitment and growing faith and “all-in” Christians 
are vital to keep the mission moving forward.   

While there is so much joy from yesterday’s 
worship…..there are also many grave situations being 
experienced by members of our church family.  It is so 
important that we pray for one another, and share 
supportive acts with one another in times of crisis or 
illness or hardship.  We are gifts to each other from 
God.  Our love and care for each other matters 
infinitely. 

Next week we will celebrate the graduating seniors as 
well as Senior adults.  After worship there will be a 
catered lunch.  Y’all come, but please make a 
reservation by calling the church office TODAY or visit 

www.1stchurch.org.   

As we celebrate these special people, we will also be 
remembering our mothers.  I have such wonderful 
memories of my mother’s unconditional and deep 
love.  I plan to honor her memory by donating a 
square foot of the Habitat build (learn how to do the 
same on page 5).  My mother never owned a home.  I 
am thrilled to help make someone  a new home owner 
this fall.  This church has been part of a dozen Habitat 
builds.  Please join me in using this opportunity to 
celebrate the home where you were raised…not just a 
house… but  a home!   

Thank you, wonderful people!  And I pray God’s 
blessings of peace for you throughout this week.  

                                                                                                      

Brenda  
 

Keep the mission moving forward 

The Church Bell - 1st United Methodist Church 

The Church Bell is printed weekly throughout the year, with a few special “double issues.”   If you have a story 
that you would like to have told in the “Bell” or have an event you need help promoting, please contact              
Clayton Hensley (Director of Communications) at chensley@fumc-maryville.org or call 982-1273.                 
Deadlines for submissions to the newsletter are on the Friday before publication on Monday.  

You can sign up to receive your “Church Bell” in a digital edition which often includes interactive links and 
“extra” pages.  To receive the digital edition please visit www.1stchurch.org and look for the “Church Bell” tab 
under “Happening at 1st.” 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
mailto:chensley@fumc-maryville.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/happening-at-1st/the-church-bell


Annual gathering 
This year when people from all over 
the Holston Conference come 
together for their annual meeting at 
Lake Junaluska, some folks from     
1st UMC-Maryville will be in the 
spotlight. 
 
This year’s delegates to Annual 
Conference are Rob Goddard and 
Carol & Ron Werker.  Brenda, Larry  
& Asa will be there as well.  

 
Leadership honors 

Over the past nine months, Director 
of Communications, Clayton Hensley, 
has been part of the Leadership 
Holston team.  This group 
representing both ministers and laity 
from all parts of Holston has been 
meeting each month to learn more 
about various styles of leadership and 
ways to use what they have learned 
in their local churches. 
 
As part of the Leadership Holston 
experience, team members have 

attended a Stewardship Conference, 
an Evangelism Conference, visited 
various missions throughout the 
region, and read a variety of books 
centered around leadership. Team 
members were nominated by their 
District Superintendents.  
 
During the 10:15 am session of 
Annual Conference, on Monday,  
June 9th, members of the Leadership 
Holston team will be recognized and 
given their certificates for completing 
this training. 

 
Retirement recognition 
As most of you know, Larry Carroll 
has decided to retire at the end of 
June.  He and other ministers 
throughout the Conference who are 
taking this big step will be recognized 
during the 10:45 am session on 
Tuesday, June 10th.  
 

Focus on missions 
Later that evening, the focus will be 
on missions. This year’s Conference 

Missions focus is on education in 
South Sudan. The goal is to raise 
$175,000.  During last year’s 
missions celebration, the final totals 
for Imagine No Malaria were 
announced and in the end nearly    
$1.2 –million dollars had been raised, 
an amount that exceeded the goal! 
 

Leading the celebration 
The Praise Band from 1st UMC has 
been asked to lead the music during 
this year’s Missions Celebration.  
That event is set to begin at 7:00 pm 
on Tuesday, June 10th. 
 
These services of recognition and 
celebration are not only for the 
delegates and ministers.  Everyone is 
invited to attend.  It all happens at 
Lake Junaluska, North Carolina 
(about 30 miles this side of Asheville.)  
We hope YOU will consider coming 
out to support all of these 1st 
UMC’ers during Annual Conference. 
this year.  

THE CHURCH BELL                            Page 3 

1st News 

Special Sunday 

Children play a vital role 
in the life of the church 
and last Sunday that fact 
was brought into the 
spotlight as the Youth led 
“The Crossing,” and the 
younger children led the 
10:30 Traditional service.   
Both services provided a 
chance for children to 
use their talents to serve 
God during worship.  

 

 

This coming Sunday, the spotlight will be on graduating 
seniors and our seniors who are 80 and older.    

 

*You can find more pictures from the children’s Sunday 
on the church’s Facebook page.   

Relief on the way 

During the severe weather outbreak of April 27th and 
28th, the Vilonia United Methodist Church in Arkansas 
took a direct hit from a tornado. The minister there, 
Nathan Kilbourne is the son of Holston Conference 
minister, Dwight Kilbourne and the brother of Holston 
Conference minister, Josh Kilbourne. According to a 
variety of reports and social media posts, UMCOR 
(United Methodist Committee on Relief) teams are on the 
scene in Vilonia and many other hard hit communities.   

If you would like to help, donations to UMCOR are a great 
way to do that. Just designate your gift through 1st UMC 
with U.S. Disater Response, Advance #901670 in the 

memo line.  You can also give online at UMCOR.org . 

The youth ministry space at Vilonia UMC 
was destroyed in last week’s tornado. 

Photo by Amy Forbus, 
taken from the AR  Confer-
ence Facebook page. 

http://www.facebook.com/maryvillefumc
http://www.umcor.org
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1 bag sugar (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag corn meal (4-5 lbs.) 

1 bag self-rising flour (4-5 lbs.) 
1 bag rice (2 lbs.) 

1 bag dried beans (2 lbs.)   
powdered milk (10 oz. or less) 

1 box old-fashioned oats (18 oz. or less) 
1 bottle cooking oil (48 oz. or less) 

1 box Splenda/sucralose (50 ct. or less) 
 

$5 for packing and shipping 
(drop off items outside of church office) 

 
*Bucket items will be collected through the               

3rd Sunday in May. 

Adult Ministries  
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or  

visit “Event Registration” at  www.1stchurch.org      

Pennsylvania palette  
This fall why not color your world by immersing yourself in 
the surroundings of Pennsylvania Dutch country.  For 6-days 
and 5-nights enjoy a guided tour of Lancaster and Amish 
Country, visit the Landis Valley Museum & Village, tempt 
your sweet side with a visit to Hershey’s Chocolate World 
and see Moses the show at the Millennium Theater. The trip 
is from September 8th through the 13th and costs $469 
(based on double occupancy)  

Contact Mae Owenby at 983-3482 for more information. 

Each Sunday (when there’s not a meal here at the 
church) a group of folks head out together to grab a bite 
to eat.  This week, “the lunch bunch” chose to eat at 
Cheddars.  Looks like they had a good time.  If you want 
to go next time, just meet at the back of the sanctuary. 

Trip rescheduled 
Last month’s trip to see The Diary of Anne Frank 
at the Cumberland County Playhouse is now set 
to happen on Tuesday, May 20th at 10:00 am.  
The cost of the trip is $40 and includes, 
transportation, tickets and food.  Please sign up 
before May 13th.  

As summer approaches Dollywood sets aside a couple of 
weeks to showcase some of the nation’s top bluegrass 
musicians as well as some of the best barbecue dishes in 
these parts. You are invited to join the fun on Friday, May 
30th as the church van heads over to the theme park for 
Barbecue & Bluegrass.  Transportation is provided, but you 
will need to buy your tickets and food.  Just sign up by 
calling 982-1273 or go online to www.1stchurch.org.   

May 30th 
9:00 am 

80 and over recognition lunch 
No matter how young or how old you are, there 
is always a milestone to celebrate.  This Sunday 
people of all ages are invited to celebrate the 
lives of those who have made it to 80 and 
beyond. Following the 10:30 services, there is a 
luncheon in Wesley Hall.  Cost is $10 and is free 
to those who admit to being 80 or older.   
 
The menu includes “something different” 
chicken, party potatoes, green beans, salad, 
rolls & strawberry shortcake.  Time running out! 

We are far short of our goal of filling 100 food buckets 
for Africa.  Help us fill them by donating the items     
below or send money to help buy the supplies.  
Collection continues through the 3rd Sunday in May! 

Circle picnic 

The annual UMW picnic is set 
for June 5th at the Asbury 
Pavillion.  Tickets are needed 
for this event at a cost of $10 
each.  The deadline for 
buying them is June 1st.   

A catered box lunch of 
sandwiches, pasta salad, fruit 
cup, pickle, chips, cookies 
and bottled water will be 
provided at the event.  Mary 
Kay Hamlin has tickets 
available or you can bring 
your check in an envelope to 
the church office and Mary 
Kay will get the tickets to you.  

Tablescapes 
This Saturday at 

First Farragut UMC 
10:45 am 

 
Individual tickets still 
available for $30.   
Benefits Wesley 
House. Contact Mary 
Kay Hamlin for more 
information 
(mk323@att.net) 

“The Lunch Bunch” 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


    All e-mails end with @fumc-Maryville.org                     
unless otherwise  noted.                   

            Phone: 865-982-1273 

 

Staff Member   Email                    Extension 

Brenda Carroll  brendac           111                              
Larry Carroll  lecarroll65@gmail.com          106                                
Asa Majors rev.asa.lee@gmail.com         107                                                            
Mark Blodgett  mblodgett           103                              
Clayton Hensley chensley          100                                                  
Ginny West Case  ginnywc           105                             
Terry Wilson  sacmusic           109                             
Susan Daves  sdaves           110                                                            
Denise Johns  djohns           113                              
Jane Sanders  jsanders           101    
Chris Lee clee          116 
Stephen Nelson             1stumyouth@gmail.com         202                                                                                                   
Amelia Geis ameliageis@yahoo.com                                        
Dwain Pesterfield  DwainP602@bellsouth.net 
Paul Brown Sherri Justice Bryan Holder 

 

Website: www.1stchurch.org 

STAFF DIRECTORY 

Over the coming weeks and months you will be hearing 
about this year’s 1st UMC, Habitat for Humanity build. It 
is set for August 19th through September 30th.  Help is 
needed both physically and financially to make this 
mission a success.  

This Sunday, check out your bulletin insert for ways you 
can recognize graduating senior students, seniors 80 
and over or that special “mother” in your life while 
helping out the home build at the same time.  

For $50, you can by one square foot of the home, 
dedicating it to whomever you choose.  You can also 
purchase a variety of items needed for the home build.  
(A list can be found under the 1st to Serve tab at 
www.1stchurch.org)  Call the church office at                  
982-1273 for more information. 

Be watching the worship bulletins, the newsletter, 
website and our social media channels in the coming 
weeks for other ways you can help get this house built. 
This project continues a long tradition at 1st UMC of 
building homes for Habitat for Humanity.  

 

 
Contact: Asa Majors  

 rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or  982-1273 

Trivia Nights 
May 7th @ Barley’s Maryille—7:30 

May 20th @ Smoky Mtn. Brewery—7:00 pm 
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Showered with love on Sunday morning 
The Young Adults took time out from their 
weekly discussions and study to hold a diaper 
shower for expecting parents, Jason and 
Morgan Lambert.  Baby Isaac is expected June 
15th!  Thanks to everyone who came by to 
shower the Lamberts with love and gifts! 

Discussions surrounding Adam 
Hamilton’s newest study, Making Sense 
of the Bible, pick up again this Sunday in 
the Young Adult’s Sunday school class 
(Room 118).   

Books are available in the classroom or 
you can contact Asa to get a copy. 

“4 days a week, 25 opportunities to volunteer 
… give us 2 days in August & September!” 

http://www.1stchurch.org
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-to-serve


Bible buddies & much more! 

Mo (the mouse) and Rocky (the 
badger) are just two of the 
characters you’ll meet this 
summer during the Wilderness 
Escape, this year’s Vacation Bible 
School experience.   This is a 
place where God guides and provides.   
 
Each night from 6:00 to 8:00, learn new songs and 
dance moves, get crafty at  the camp of the ancient 
Israelites, learn a daily “Bible point,”  and keep an eye 
out for Moses as he guides you through the 
Wildereness! 
 
Sign ups have started. The best place to register to 
volunteer or to attend is to go to the brand new 
www.1stchurchevents.org.   Not only can you register 
there, you can also check out the different activities 
tents, meet the Bible buddies, keep up with news about 
Vacation Bible School and watch clips from this year’s 
songs. 
 
Register by May 25th and you’ll receive this year’s 
Vacation Bible School t-shirt.    

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise 
at 268-2921 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org . 

THE CHURCH BELL                                                  Page 6 

 
 

Sunday, May 11th 
(This Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Peter & John 

Bible Verses– Acts 3: 1-10 
Tweens 

The Holy Spirit (Pentecost) 
 
 

Sunday, May 4th 
(Last  Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Peter’s Declaration 

Bible Verses– Matthew 16:13-20 
Tweens 

Proclaiming (the Great Commission) 

 
 
 
 

www.growproclaimserve.com 

What your children are learning? 

Graduating Senior 
Recognition 

Sunday, May 11th 
(Brunch served from 9:15—10:15 am) 

 
Graduating seniors will be recognized during all 
worship services. Come out and congratulate these 
young men and women on their academic 
achievements.   
 
(Folks 80 years or older will also be recognized this 
Sunday, with a lunch for everyone after the 10:30 
services.  See page 4 for details) 

Mark your calendars!! 

Vacation Bible School 
June 1st—June 5th 

6:00 pm—8:00 pm each night 
*ages 3 to rising 6th graders 

 

www.1stchurchevents.org 

Reception for Larry, Brenda & Asa 
June 1st in Wesley Hall 

Following the 10:30 worship services.  
Everyone invited! 

http://www.1stchurchevents.org
mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org


 
Sunday, May 11, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Sanctuary 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:15 AM  Graduating Seniors  Brunch, 152 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 AM  Senior Adult Lunch, Wesley Hall 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  Youth, 152  
  6:30 PM  Staff Parish, 243 
 
Monday, May 12, 2014 
10:00 AM  Circle 3, 214   
11:30 AM  Men’s Connection, Asbury Bistro  
  3:30 PM  Joy Choir Tour practices, 249 
  6:00 PM  Troop Meeting, Asbury  
 
Tuesday, May 13, 2014 
 10:00 AM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
 11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
   5:00 PM  District Youth Event, 152 
   6:00 PM  Adult Council, 214 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   6:30 PM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
   7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
 
Wednesday, May 14, 2014 
  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM Worship, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
  7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread     
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell            
  7:30 PM  Chancel Choir, 249  
 
Thursday, May 15, 2014 
  9:30 AM  UMW Board, 243 
10:15 AM  Asagao Handbells, 252 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
 
Saturday, May 17, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

        HAPPENING AT  Sunday commitments for Sunday 5/11/14 

Prepare for Worship 
Acts 2:42-47 
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137)  
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
Kids Own Worship: 
Preschool 
Amanda & Kevin Painter 
Elementary 
Charles & Mary Beth West 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 

       Doug & Virginia  
             Hardwick 
       Lila Eby 
       Clara Ousley 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  

       The Brinkley Family 
 

 10:30 Traditional 

       Leslie & Owen Ragland 
       Lynn Mathis 
       Brian & Nicole Waters 
 
Acolytes: 
Elizabeth & Maggie West 
 

Notes of thanks 

Martha, Andrew & Thomas Daugherty would like to 
thank  the people of 1st UMC for prayers, thoughts, 
hugs and cards during the recent illness and passing 
of Richard A. Daugherty 

 

The Gamble family wants to thank their church family 
members for helping celebrate the 100th birthday of 
Reba Gamble.  They appreciate all the wonderful 
notes and phone calls received and most especially 
appreciate the flowers and all of Jane’s help planning 
the details for the event.  They also so appreciated 
the announcements in the bulletin and the singing of 
“Happy Birthday” during the service.  
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During the 10:30 worship on 
May 4th, there was a Service 
of Confirmation for Katie 
Cunningham.  

 Please take time to 
congratulate her on taking 
this big step in her faith 
journey! 



Children and youth Sunday at  

THE CHURCH BELL         DIGITAL EDITION EXTRA! 
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